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1 
THE CIRCULAR, 
Is published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Tenus—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Tiree Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay. 

Specimen numbers may he ordered by those whe 
wish to become acquainted miththe paper ; and if 
any choose to take it tenporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 

4ddress “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order-—“ Discontinue.” 








Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects. and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it. as may be needed bythose who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
gon, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
gure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subseribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
ec the paper is what he wants, 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-<- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 


of the Gospel. 

Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shallsave 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 

A.D. 7V, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 

of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 

and the apostolic age. 

“Verily [say unto you, There be some standing 
here waich shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 

ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Uhrist and his 

followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
edto hs world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on che plane of the Second Resurrection. 

‘*Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on carru 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at .he call of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
filel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 

en me, the works that [ do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do, because I go 

unto my Father.”--John 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of ue iLoly Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
‘All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 

Christ. 

DELIVERANCE ¥ROM DISEASE 
and Deaih, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

** He will swallow up Dearn in Victory.” Isaiah 


GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 

Sovereizaty of Jesus Christ, dating froin his 
Secout Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Seliishness, 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Ifome Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 














The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associzted Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 





PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 
BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilution from 

the Annual Reports and other publications 

of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 

presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 
Association. Number of 
Historical sketch. Re- 


Location of the Oneida 
members. Mansion House. 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarrer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuavrer IL. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuavrer Ll}. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarren LV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, Xe. 

Cuaprer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 

PART IL.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

ConstiruTIONAL Curis- 

Paut’s Views 


Criticism of CurisTENDOM. 
rianrry. Tue Brste on MarriaGe. 
oF Mareiace. Law or AbULtery. 

APPENDIX TO PART IIL—CotLtoquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND Siavery. 

THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church; an octavo volume of 500 pages.—- 

By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming. Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life. &e. &c..—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence. but developing many new «nd interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Biste Commenism—its constitutional 
basis. and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this hook. 





THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tne Witness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 











Postage. 

POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)—- 

Within this State, Out of the State, 
10 cts. per quarter, or | 191-2 cts per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

7a If not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 
POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 3 cts. prepaid. 

The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid. or 42 cts. not prepaid. 

7 Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclese to us the 
amount in government stamps. 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR. 


Well written articles on all subiects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports ot 
News, &e &e. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest ~alue—-making it an 
occasion of improvement voth ways, in giving and 
receiving. Letit be a Community Parer—an: or- 
ganof the true-hearted every where—growing up 
in F aid and edification, with their growth in 
God. 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
Oneida, N. Y. ws 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Putney, Vt. 


HAVING 


Newark, N. J. 
Wallingford, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt. 
A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 
Ts ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 


for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 


PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, Choice varieties, 
PEACHES, 


Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 
STRAWBERRY PLA NTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 

Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwuear Fiour, in 
sacks--Inpian Meat, Freep, &e. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 


Z& Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Tueir Mint has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 

Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


W. R. INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J.. 








W. R. 1. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists? 
Lathes,&e &c.; and are prepared to execute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 

WM. R. INSLEE. 


ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


Inne 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment ot 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

I-& Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

‘S. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gior ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—-as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tothe sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute # Daily Reli- 








gious Press, 


Central Business Agency. 


Grorce Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust tohim. His acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &e., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Georer Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 
—— ——s 
The Jews at Jerusalem, 

The Jews in Jerusalem reside chiefly on 
the edge of Mount Zion, and in the lower part 
of the city near the shambles, which in sum- 
mer are dreadfully offensive. Many of them 
are in rich and comfortable cireumstances, and 
possess considerable property in Jerusalem ; 
but they are careful to conceal their wealth, 
and even their comfort, from the jealous cye 
of their rulers, lest they awaken their cupidity. 
In going to visita respectable Jew in the holy 
city, it isa common thjng to pass to his house 
over a raised foreground, and up an awkward 
outer stair, constructed with rough unpolished 
stones that totter under the foot; but it im- 
proves as you ascend, and at the top has a re- 
spectable appearance, as it ends in an agreea- 
ble platform in front of the house. On enter- 
ing the house itself, it is found to be clean and 
well furnished; the sofas are covered with 
Persian carpets, and the residents seem happy 
to receive you; the visitor is entertained with 
coffee and tobacco, as is the custom in the houses 
of Turks and Christians. The ladies present 
themselves with ease and address, recalling to 
memory the pleasing society of Europe. The 
difference of manner arises from many of the 
Jewesses having resided in Spain or Portu- 
gal, where they have rid themselves of the 
cruel fetters of the east, and, on returning to 
their beloved land, very properly maintain 
their justly acquired freedom and rank in soci- 
ety. Some of the Jews, however, ere in a 
wretched state of poverty, and the sight of 
such in Jerusalem is peculiarly affeeting. The 
heart of this wonderful people, in whatever 
clime they roam, still turns to it as the city of 
their promised rest ; they mourn over the ru- 
ins, and would lick the very dust for her sake. 
Jerusalem is the center around which the ex- 
iled sons of Judah build, in airy dreams, the 
mansions of their future greatness. In what- 
ever part of the world he may live, the heart’s 
desire of a Jew, when gathered to his fathers, 
is to be buried in Jerusalem. Thither they 
return from Spain and Portugal,from Egypt and 
Barbary, and other countries among which they 
have been scattered ; and when after all their 
longings, and struggles up the steps of life, we 
see them poor, and blind, and naked in the 
streets of their once happy Zion, he must 
have a cold heart indeed that can remain un- 
touched by their sufferings, or without uttering 
aprayer that the light of God’s recognized 
countenance would shine on the dazkness of 
Judah, and the day-star of Bethlehem arise in 
their hearts.— Sears’ Views of the Holy Land. 

Buyinc Huspanps.—Jewish girls at Thes- 
salovica buy their husbands. They are be- 
trothed, boys at fifteen or sixteen years, and 
girls at twelve, and married two or three years 
after. Every girl brings a dowry to her hus- 
band, the very poorest and most degraded about 
$40, and thence up to $1,000. Brokers are 
employed to negotiate marriages. The father 
of a marriageable girl goes to a broker, and in- 
quires what bridegrooms there are in the mar- 
ket. He chooses one, higher or lower in the 
social scale, according to the dower he can af- 
ford with his daughter, the price he can pay, 
and makes an offer of so much dower. The 
bridegroom (through the broker) demands 
more; they cbaffer and bergain for weeks per- 
haps and a bargain is struck. The parties never 
see each other till married. The dower is the 
wife’s only security against divorcee. The 
husband can divorcee her when he chooses, but 
must pay back the dower, that she may be 
able to buy another husband. 

Mrs. D: was telling a Jewish girl that we do 
not require any dowry in America. ‘ How 
then,’ said she in utter astonishment, ‘do you 
do, when he wants to divorcee you ?’—Journal 
of Missions. 














—Aza ets, it is stated, all come from Ja- 
pan. They were sent to Europe from Batavia 





by the Dutch settlers there. 
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———_________ 


Nearly all the Jews in Turkey in Europe 
are of Spanish origin, and speak a corrup! 
Spanish. Mr. Schauffler, a learned and most 
devoted American missionary to the Jews of 
Constantinople, bas translated and published, 
in a very,beautiful form, the Old Testament in 
the language and character peculiar to that 
people. There is a curious ethnological fact 
connected with them, that we do not remem- 
ber to have seen elsewhere. Whilst the Jew 
in most countries is distinguished by his dark 
eyes, complexion, and hair, in the East he is 
known by his blue eyes, pale complexion, and 
light flaxen hair. It would seem that Provi- 
dence has destined the Jews to be everywhere 
a separate and distinct race.—London Quar- 
terly Review. 
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BROOKLYN, JUNE 6, 1854. 
Faultse=Aspirations. 

In entering upon the second half of our year’s 
volume, we canrot do better perhaps than to give 
place to a little self-criticism, and to invite also 
the criticism of others upon the conduct of the pa- 
per. We wish to improve—it is our single aim as 
attendants of the Circular, to represent in its col- 
umns the spirit and views of the Primitive church 
—to make it an organ for them in the world, and 
any suggestions, whether from friend or foe, that 
shall help in that direction, will be well received. 
We do not wish for popularity, but only to be 
useful at any personal sacrifice ; and to be useful 
we must be fearless and independent, secking the 
honor that cometh from God only. 

We have been sensible that the connection of 
the Circular with Communism and the practical 
experiments that are going forward in that cause, 
has given it sometimes an aspect of narrowness and 
sectionality, if not of se¢tarianism, which is unrec- 
ognized in its real intent. The affairs of the differ- 
ent Cummunes are naturally interesting to our- 
selves, and probably to most of our readers, but that 
is no reason why they should become 4 channel of 
egotism. We have no right to let our faith in 
Communism, or any amount of tuccessful ex- 
perience in it, breed self-complacency, or invidious 
compariscn with others. ‘The moment we do 
this, we step out of the ranks of the universal, in 
which God moves, and forma private interest which 
is just as odiousas any form of ‘isolatry.’ The 
‘ stand-by-thyself’ spirit of the Pharisee is the 
furthest possible from that of Christ and the 
Primitive church, to whose presence all goodness 
is due. 

What we want then in the conduct of the pa- 
per, and what its contributors want, is a spirit 
that is (not in the canting sense of mere philan- 
thropy, but indeed) broad as humanity, includ- 
ing net only this world, but Hades and the heav- 
enly world. We want an eye to recogmize God’s 
hand in all movements, and a heart to appreciate 
his unrestricted love. And withourspirits wide 
awake to primary union and communication with 
heaven, we should not be afraid to identify ourselves 
as Paul did, with the broadest and most various 
conditions of human development. We can ‘ visit 
the widow and the fatherless in their affliction.’ 
and yet keep ourselves‘ unspotted from the world.’ 

Let us endeavor to so think and write, even 
about Communism, as not to let in a spirit of ego- 
tism to separate us from the good sympathies of 
the mass of mankind. 

In relation to the great popular issues that are 
coming up around us, and growing cvuntinually 
more imminent and decisive, it may be expected 
that we shall take our side and become a partisan 
with the rest. We have had nc liberty to do so, 

and still refrain, partially in the attitude of spec- 
tators; not through cowardice, for it would be 
eomparatively easy to plunge into the strife, or 
through indifference, for none can take more inter- 
est in these grand movements than we do; but 
because our time has not yet come. The issues 
have not yet worked themselves clear enough to 
challenge the undivided sympathies of spiritual 
sen and Theocrats @ cither side. What for in- 
stance would it amount to for us to take up arms 
on the side of the North against the South, as long 
as we know that the North is pervaded by the 
same vice—the love of money—that forms the 
basis of slavery 2? So of most of the moral com- 
bats of the times—they are not radical and clean- 
handed—though gradually settling in that direc- 
tion, they do not yet go to the bottom. So long 


as this is the case, we shall stand by the Primi- 
tive church, and hold ourselves chastely to the 
service of the Spirit of truth, whose mission was 
to convince the world of sin, (not because of sla- 


of God. We think the time is coming un when 
all these subordinate issues between good and 
evil in the world will be found merging in the one 
great issue of the kingdom of God—when men 
will find themselves pleading, not against each 
other, but face to face with him. Then will be 
an open field for partisanship, which Theocrats 
will be glad to fill. 

In conclusion, we wish to be thoroughly progress- 
ive—open to all new influences from God and the 
Primitive church, who constitute in the truest 
sense the spirit of the age. We invite our read- 
ers and correspondents to shed upon the Circular 
the light of sincerity, and patiently hope for its 
growth into the full usefulness that we believe 
God has designed for it. 





Hopeful Signs. 

The ‘signs of the times’ in these days, are 
full of hope for those who are expecting in pa- 
tient faith the advent of the Primitive Church, 
the reign of miracles, and victory over disease 
and death. The following are some of these 
signs which we have noticed: 

1. Seventeen years ago, Mr. Noyes in connec- 
tion with his declaration of Independence of the 
United States, expressed his conviction that the 
kingdom of heaven was about to break up all oth- 
er kingdoms and establish itself on earth, and 
that this country would be the scene of the first 
assault of the heavenly armies. ‘My hope of the 
millennium,’ he said. ‘begins where Dr. Beech- 
er’s expires, viz., at the overthrow of this nation.’ 
Now it seems to us that as things are going be- 
tween the North and South, there is every pros- 
pect of a dissolution of the Union at no very dis- 
tant day. The North is embittered against the 
South, and the South against the North, and 
they are perpetually thwarting each other’s in- 
terests. [See the 2d Editorial in Saturday’s T'ri- 
bune.] This cannot last, neither can either of 
them swallow up the other; they must separate. 
The wedge so long driven has at last split tho log, 
and every wood-cutter knows that a log once 
cleft will split again much more easily. 

2. In the First Annual Report of the Oneide 
Association, we find the following outline given 
as our view of the scheme of redemption: 

“The chain of evils which holds humanity in 
ruin, has four links, viz., Ist, a breach with God; 
2d, a disruption of the sexcs, involving a special 
curse on woman; 3d, the curse of oppressive labor, 
bearing specially on man; 4th, the reign of dis- 
ease and death. These are all inextricably com- 
plicated with each other. The true scheme of 
redemption begins with reconciliation with God, 
proceeds first to a restoration of true relations 
between the sexes, then to a reform in the indus- 
trial system, and ends with victory over death.” 
According to the order here indicated, we are on 
the last link before victory over death. Asa 
body, the Association have obtained reconcilia- 
tion with God, and between the sexes, and are 
now at work upon the labor problem, as is testi- 
fied by the radical articles that have lately ap- 
peared in the Circular on the subject. 

3. In an article in the Circular of March 21, 

it is shown that the ‘ Rapping’ manifestations now 
taking place so extensively throughout Europe 
and America, are but the last struggles of Anti- 
christ, anda sign of the near approach of the 
Primitive church, and that we may look fora 
glorious and permanent manifestation of Christ 
and true faith and honest miracles, after we get 
past the fire-works and mockeries which <Anti- 
christ is now flaunting. 
4. The enthusiasm with which the new Bible 
Game has been accompanied, may be mentioned 
as a hopeful sign that the Lord is preparing for a 
glorious revival of his word. 

5. If it is‘ the darkest time just before day,’ 
may we not take the late deaths of brethren 
at Oneida, asa signal that the battle is closing 
with the final enemy, and that the last great 
effort of the engagement has come? There is ne 
moment in the seige uf a fortress so destructive, as 
that which immediately precedes its capture, af- 
ter the breach is opened. And what if some 
fall in the breach? We know that we shall 
recover them again when Death’s citadel 1s car- 
ried, and instead of mourning over them, we may 
rejoice that our victory is so near. 

A Police Remedy. 
As we are nominally citizens of Brooklyn, we 
may be regarded as indifferent to its peace and 
good order, especially on Sundays, if we do not 
express ourselves in some public manner, against 
the riotous disorderly transactions that are occur- 
ring from week to week in this ‘city of churches.’ 











very, but) because they believe not on the Son 


If building costly edifices, called churches, and 











supplying them with regular preachers at high 
salaries, was the right remedy for curing these 
disorders in the body social, Brooklyn would have 
been long ago one of the most quict, orderly cities 
in the Union, for in no city do churches abound 
more extensively than with us. But as the rem- 
edy of saving and reforming men by such means 
seems to have lost its virtue, we would advise 
other methods and means for meeting the diffi- 
culty. 

Now as we have a growing attachment to Paul 
as one ut the wisest and best of men, possessing 
remarkable gifts as an executive officer in control- 
ling his fellow men, we would recommend the 
Mayor of Brooklyn—for he is a religious man—to 
fall back upon the wisdom displayed by the Apos- 
tles in the Primitive Church. For be it remem- 
bered, those times were pregnant with the disor- 
derly mob spirit. Paul himself had witnessed a 
great many riots, and had often prevented them 
too by his inspired wisdom and prudence. 

While reading the 12th chap. of Paul’s epistle 
to the Romans, it occurred to us that here would 
be a most excellent and salutary proclamation 
for Mayor Lambert to order printed in large 
hand-bills and posted about the city, and read on 
Sundays in the churches, or on the corners of the 
streets, as the best remedy to be found for secur- 
ing the peace and good of the city. What for in- 
stance could be better than something like the fol- 
lowing: 

PROCLAMATION. 

ArticLe 1.---I beseech you brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service. 

2. Be not conformed to this world; but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what isthat good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. 

3. For I say, though the grace given unto me, 
to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think ; 
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 

4. For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office: so we 
being many are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another, * * * * * * * 

5. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor 
that which is evil ; cleave to that whicb is good. 

6. Be kindly affectioned one toward another 
with brotherly love; in honor preferring one 
another. 

7. Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord. 

8. Rejoicing in hope ; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer. 

9. Distributing to the necessities of the saints, 
given to hospitality; bless them which persecute 
you; bless, and curse not 

10, Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep. 

11. Be of the same mind cne toward another. 
Mind not high things, but condescend to men of 
low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 

12. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Pro- 
vide things honest in the sight of all men. 

13. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. 

14. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath; for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. 

15. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger. feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him drink; for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 

16. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” 





A Natural Accord. 


Walking in the Battery under the noble over- 
arching canopy of trees, which line its avenues, 
we were particularly impressed with the special 
harmony which nature has ordained between the 
animal and vegetable organizations in the case of 
men and trees. We mean the esthetic or land- 
scape harmony. The relation is such, that they 
combine beautifully in scenery, and show better 
together than separated. The sedately grey in- 
terarching branches over head, form an archi- 
tecture—more grand and graceful than any cathe- 
dral—evidently on purpose to protect the walker 
beneath, from the heat and the rain. On the 
other hand the sombre still life of the trees, evi- 
dently demands the moving presence of man, to 
give expression to the scene. Thcy were made 
togo together—man’s first habitation, was a place 
of trees, and how effective is the painting in that 
passage in the 3d of Genesis, where it says, They 
heard the voice of the Lord God, walking 1m the 
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

This view affords ground for a criticism of the 
city, as compared with the country. There are 
in the city (proper) no trees, but only high brick 
walls between which, one looks up and sees a 
narrow patch of the sky. These walls are the 
reverse of trees; for while they give no protec- 





tion over head, they obstruct the circulation of 





air, and in the summer become magazines of heat 
like the reflecting sides of anoven. They are 
the fit expression of the narrow, hard, mercantile 
spirit, in contrast with the gentle expansive com. 
munism of nature. 
— lS 
A New Pathy. 

We hear of the Water Cure and Movement 
Cure, and Leroy Sunderland has invented a sys. 
tem that he calls the Nutrition Cure. But 
we believe we have found something better 
than any of these, in what may be termed, 
the Enthusiasm Cure. There is nothing like 
good healthy inspired burst of enthusiasm, for 
scattering the dogs of disease. No matter what 
it is about—if it is working at a trade, learning 
music, going a fishing, or even picking up chips, 
—any thing that is given to us with power enough 
to call out the activity of the life in a genial ang 
self-forgetting way, is the best of all curatives,— 
The writer has suffered considerab'y at one time 
and another, from nervous dyspepsia, or some. 
thing of that sort, (we don’t care about being very 
particular, in identifying diseases, for they all be- 
long radically to the same evil one,) but has experi- 
enced a remarkable improvement the present 
spring, from receiving an enthusiasm for work 
and learning new trades. As long as a perso has 
a true glow of enthusiasm, especially an attraction 
for learning something new, which brings hm 
into connection with the Spirit of Truth, he can 
hardly grow old or die. Old age, disease and 
death, are loss of appetite—i. e., loss of enthu- 
sinsm. The cure which is based on restoring 
this element, is virtually the faith-cure or Christ- 
cure ; for the power of appetite which constitutes 
enthusiasm, is the gift of God, received through 
fellowship with Christ. His Spirit and word are 
the nutriments, which feeds it in us. Those who 
are out of health, may take a hint from this, to 
look to God for a development or renewal of 
tbeir life in the form of enthusiasm, and they 
will find it a true sanative. 

- uno ome 
Riotous Ebullitions. 

The fermentation of the bad blood in this coun- 
try seems to keep pace with the heat of the weath- 
er. During the past few days there has been 
an increase of Summer temperature, and as an 
accompaniment to the records of Fahrenheit’s 
scale, the papers are loaded down with the details 
of outrage, riots, and murder. Sunday also ap- 
pears to be the culminating point of the human 
mercury in these days. During the week, it surges 
up and down more or less, gathering recupera- 
tive energies, and on Sunday there is a general 
rise to boiling point. We think that facts would 
bear out the assertion, that there are more overt 
acts of crime and sin committed on Sunday, than 
on any other day of the week. Such at least, 
are the indications ofthe great metropolitan re- 


cord. 
On Sunday afternoon, Brooklyn came in for 


share in riot. A procession of about, a hundred 
New- Yorkers were returning from a meeting held 
in a vacant lot, corner of Atlantic and Smith-sts., 
and when near Catherine Ferry were attacked by 
a large crowd of Irish. They assaulted the pro- 
cession with a shower of stones, brickbats, sticks, 
&c., and then made a general rush upon it; but 
it marched on unbroken, and entered the gates of 
the ferry house. The New-Yorkers defended 
themselves with pistols, and more than thirty 
shots were fired. The mob continued to pelt 
them after they had entered the gates, and were 
waiting for the boats. A number of persons are 
said to have been injured during the row. 

The Police were on the ground, and did their 
duty. The military were also called out, but did 
not arrive on the ground till after the disturbance 
had ceased, The Mayor accompanied them, and 
read the riot act. The mob was dispersed about 
8 o'clock. The military were stationed so as to 
prevent further outbreak, and remained on guard 
during the night. Yesterday the arrested parties 
were brought before the Mayor.. The most of 
them were bailed, and the examinations were 
postponed. It is supposed that the affair is not 
yet ended—though the authorities are taking 
measures to prevent further outrages. 

...-As an instance of the indomitable energy 
and ready cosmopolitanism that distinguish the 
Jews, we know of one who, while in this country 
but five months, has already three city stores 
and is still extending his business. 








...-The last advices from China report the 
successful progress of the revolution. Shanghai 
holds out, and it is not probable that the Impe- 
rialists will succeed in retaking it. Tae-ping-walg 
is within 50 miles of Pekin. 
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THE CIRCULAR. 





Correspondence Drawer, 


The following item, from Oneida, may be inte- 
resting to our agricultural friends, as an instance 
of the use and efficacy of 

Soap as a Fertilizer. 

« After our weekly washing is over, the suds- 
water is preserved and sprinkled on the land.— 
It is poured into a box made for the purpose, 
fixed on wheels, and holding four or five bar- 
rels. Attached to this box behind, and near 
the bottom, is a perforated cylinder three 
inches in diameter and of the same length as the 
box, communicating with the box through a tube. 
On washing days a horse is attached to this wa- 
tering-cart, and as it is drawn along the water by 
the pressure of its own weight is discharged in 
due proportion upon the meadows or garden, like 
rain from a summer cloud. 

“The great quantity of soap indispensable in 
washing for so large a family, a half-barrel being 
used weekly, makes it very desirable as a matter 
of economy, that the suds should be preserved 
and used in this way. Mr Thacker thinks that 
it adds to the fertility of the soil and increases 
its productiveness to the value of 100 dollars 
yearly.” 





A correspondent writing from the Cambridge 

Commune, thus discourses of 
Bird Music in Vermont. 

“What H. says of the birds at Oneida, provokes 
me to tell something of our birds here. I think 
lnever noticed such a multitude of them, and 
such a variety too as appear in our neighborhood 
since the opening of spring. The thick maple- 
grove immediately east of our house, every morn- 
ing is alive with them and their music. They be- 
gin as soon as daylight, and keep up a perpetual 
chorus until 8 or 9 o’clock—but the early dawn 
is the time to enjoy them best. Perhaps being 
favored with woods so close by us, gives me a 
better chance for observation, but I do not recol- 
lect of anything at Oneida or elsewhere that 
quite equals it. The first thing that strikes ime, 
is the great variety of delicate voices, not to be 
distinguished in detail, all blending together in 
one harmonious song. The solitary wail of the 
Mourning Dove, or the sharp, harsh sound of the 
Prairie Hen, which are common out West, are not 
heard here, or anything like them; andI am 
glad of it ; for 1 think it would make discord.— 
The majority of our feathered songsters are 
small, and their notes, in the treble key. 

“ Besides the ordinary varieties, we have here 
what Mr. H. calls the Oriole—others call it the 
Golden Robin. I think L have seen the same be- 
fore, but not often. He isa little smaller than 
Robin Red-breast, of a brilliant orange color, ting- 
ed with black and red, and sings beautifully. A 
pair of these birds have a nest suspended from a 
limb in a tall balm-of-Gilead tree in front of our 
house and I am interested in watching their oper- 
ations. I know of no bird of this climate, that, 
for richness of color and sweetness of song com~ 
bined, will compare with it. H. W. B.”” 


From Wallingford we have a description of a 
Community Bee. 

“We were somewhat behind-hand in respect to 
corn-planting. So it was proposed one morning 
that there be a Bee of ‘all hands’, (women and 
children included of course,) to plant a piece of 
an acre and a half. Then we marched over the 
field in the following order: first, the boys put a 
mixture of lime and ashes into each hill; next 
came a man with his hoe, and mixed the lime and 
ashes with the dirt, preparing it for the corn 
which was next dropped by a woman; and, last- 
ly,a man covered the corn. In this way, we 
planted the piece in a little more than an hour— 
a job which would have been a long day’s work for 
four or five men. w.” 





A brother machinist at Newark sends us his 
thoughts on the 
Reciprocal Action of Mental and Manual Labor. 

‘Some business men hold the theory, which I 
think based on good sense, that to secure and 
maintain an actively fruitful mind, it is important 
to have an active body, as a means of equalizing 
the vital circulation, and keeping it in a natural 
and wholesome condition. I find by experience, 
that when the mind is actively engaged fora 
lengih of time, unaccompanied by corresponding 
bodily activity, the effect is either a stupor and 
sleepiness, or a feverish action of the system, re- 
sulting in a confused state of the brain, and tend- 
ing toward insanity. But where the equilibrium is 
preserved by means of bodily activity, asin work, 
the play of the facultics is natural and free. 

“1 once heard an anecdote related of an emi- 





nent judge, who was asked a very important ques- 
ticn while sitting at his desk. Not finding the 
degree of activity in his mind, which was neces- 
sary in order to give a clear answer, he rose upon 
his feet, took out his knife, and began to shave 
splinters from his desk-lid, continuing the exer- 
cise till he had cut his desk-lid nearly up, before 
the answer came tv him; but in the end he was 
so successful, that it proved on the whole a very 


profitable operation. ee 
-— Ome 
The Slavery Contest--Position of the North and 
South. 


Wallingford, May 30, 1854. 
To THE CircuLar : 

It happens curivusly, that while the North is 
yet sore in view of the passage of the Nebraska 
Bill they are also serious!y irritated by the arrest 
of fugitive slaves in the great cities of Boston, 
New-York, &c. Said Wendell Phillips in his Fan- 
euil Hall speech on Friday last: ‘I call the passage 
of the Nebraska Bill knocking a man down, and this 
[arresting of fugitives] spitting in his face” God 
is evidently permitting the South to provoke the 
North more and more, and will so continue to do 
until they shall become whole-hearted and unani- 
mous in their opposition to the spirit of slavery 
—until (in the words of J. H. N., published four- 
teen years ago) “they abandon the suicidal strife 
which divides the North, and do away with those 
delusive party names, Whig and Democrat, which 
serve only to array the North against itself for 
the benefit of the South, and let the war be not 
between freemen and freemen, but between free- 
men and slave-holders—let freedcm’s whole army 
at the North form its line on the moral battle- 
ground of the Revolution, and prepare for a deci- 
sive conflict with Slavery at the South. Then, and 
not till then, they may honestly inscribe on their 
banner—‘ spirit OF ’76 TO THE RESCUE!” 

This, plainly, is the great work now going on 
at the North. Many things are conspiring to- 
gether to produce this unanimity and sincerity. 
Even the conservative clergy have been provoked, 
as it were, by the demagogues of slavocracy, to 
lay aside a good share of their former cautious- 
ness and timidity, and act more boldly. Indeed, 
there seems to be no other resource left for the 
North, but to become sincere in this business.— 
Otherwise, sooner or later, Southern laws will 
govern the free States, as they are termed ; and, 
in fact. such is now the case to a great extent. 

Circularians, while they keep aloof from all 
parties in this controversy, may yet sympathize 
with the Lord in his endeavors to make Northern 
people earnest ; for if the spirit of sincerity gets 
well at work among them it will not end with 
Svuthern slavery, but will sweep away or burn up 
every form of bondage; neither the sin-system, 
marriage-system, nor death-system will stand be- 
fore it. 

In our meeting last evening, we read portions 
of a “ Declaration of Independence,” made by 
New Covenant believers some seventeen years 
ago, and concluded that though it looked then 
somewhat like a hair-brained scheme, all subse- 
quent experience has proved it to be the only 
successful plan of counteracting the inroad of the 
powers of evil which are every where manifest 
around us. Some idea of that ‘ Declaration’ may 
be gained from the following paragraphs : 

“ We believe the Bible is the word of God our 
Creator. 

“We believe that Jesus Christ his Son is the 
true heir to the throne of the world. 

“We believe him to be a competent Lawgiver 
and Judge. 

“ We believe his government is fitted and des- 
tined to supersede all other governments. 

“ We believe that all nations, and every individ- 
ual, ought to ackowledge and serve him as their 
lawful, spiritual, and political Sovereign. 

* We believe that in due time, by negotiation 
or war, he will reduce all nations into subjection 
to himself, and establish a federal government 
over the world. 

“We believe that sucha government would 
make an end of wars, by abolishing present in- 
cumbrances of commerce, and uniting the inter- 
ests of all nations. 

“ We believe that the time has come for us to 
commence that revolution which will ultimately 
make Jesus Christ Emperor of the world.” w. 





Prairie Suggestions--Indian Mounds, &c. 
Grand De Tour, Ill., May 27, 1854. 
Dear FRIENDS: 

There are two subjects I wish to write a iew 
words on, if by » confession of Christ in me a 
power to do soI shall be able, I had occas:on 
to be traveling in Iowa, last week, across the 
broad, open pararies, when seeing here a little 











stream arise, and there another and still another, 
(all most assuredly supported by the hand of 
their Maker,) but each rolling on in the independ- 
ent feeling ofits own individual sovereignty, until 
coming in contact with another stronger stream; 
it is overcome, and yielding up the notion of in- 
dividual sovereignty it mingles in one; and then 
the combined waters still flowing on toward the re- 
petition of a similar scene, and so on till all 1s con- 
verted into the one mighty deep, and it is there that 
these waters receive their preservative infusion or 
saltness. I thought the case was similar with 
mankind, who in their state of isolation are com- 
paratively without the preserving element. But 
in their return to primitive innocence they receive 
their primitive saltness, the ‘~ avor' of which is 
spoken of in the gospel. The thought was food 
to my soul. I never had a more pleasing or fanci- 
ful idea of the advantages resulting from the 
true and natural organization of the interests of 
man. All within me says, God speed the time 
when each individual member of the church of 
Christ shall enjoy the complete immersion into 
the ocean of God's eternal unity. 

Still passing on and coming to a viliage of Indian 
mounds all plowed over and planted to corn by 
the professed disciples of Jesus, while near the 
same place was the burying place of the white 
man, fenced and made so sacred by the spirit of 
time-honored superstition, that it would be sac- 
rilege 2ven to step inside of the enclosure except 
with a trembling fear, under the same super- 
stitious time-honored spirit ; my heart said, Can 
the treatment of these two places of our fellow 
dead be both by the Spirit of him who is ‘no re- 
specter of persons?’ I think not; and for one I 
will go for treating all such matters and subjects 
just as I am convinced he would, who once said, 
‘It is the spirit that giveth life, the flesh profiteth 
nothing.’ These are a part of my thoughts on 
these two subjects; and on coming home, I found 
at the post-office a Circular with entertaining 
reflections on one of the same topics. I have one 
dollar more to send to you for the cause of truth. 
With increased affection, I remain Christ’s with 
all the household of faith, Sepa Bairey. 


uJ 


P. S. The idea so commonly held, that the 
mounds of the west were made for burial purpos- 
es of the red men, is I think a false notion.— 
They are universally composed of good clay, often 
on sandy land far from any natural body of clay ; 
and their size is such as to preclude the reason- 
ableness of their being designed as_ burial places, 
while the idea of their being dwellings composed 
of unburnt clay, admits of the supposition of 
their decomposition in time by the elements of 
nature, covering with the ruins their inmates, de- 
stroyed perhaps by cholera, or still worse by war. 

8. B. 
<<a Sana cai 
A Circumstantial Contrast. 


Some quaint genius who rejoices in having a 
domicil somewhere among the green slopes of 
Long Island, and who has the happy faculty of 
hitting the mark in some of his expressions, 
writes an amusing epistle in to-day’s Tribune.— 
He appears to have discovered a territory, known 
only by reputation to thousands of the city’s den- 
izens, and which is to some a strange, mythical 
land, designated in the archives of their imagi- 
nation as—the country. Remembrance of the 
ills that the city is heir to, is fresh in his mind; 
and from sympathy with those who are joint-heirs 
in them, he exhorts them to an emigration to the 
suburban regions of Jamaica, L.1I. He thinks 
that Long Island would make a better sleeping 
apartment for New-York, than either Staten 
Island or the banks of the Hudson. Speaking no 
doubt with the wisdom of former experience, he 
thus describes some of the phases of New-York 
life : 

‘‘New-York has eclebrated the ‘ Passover’ 
of 1854. Everybody has moved somewhere, 
and is slowly recovering from the amazement 
with which he contemplated lis familiar old 
things huddled into strange places. * * * 

“Every year sees them suffering this New- 
York malady, aud they shuffle off their houses 
asacrab shuffles off its shell, because it has 
become intolerable, though the next one will 
be as bad before the year ends. Do these un- 
happy folks know that there is any land except 
on New York Island? They scold because 
‘ Arcularius’ was not tidy in his street habits, 
and put their faith in Genin as the Hercules 


all manner of nuisances, but seem to think they 
have no resource but to ask the newspapers to 
publish angry questions addressed to the various 
authors of those offenses, and resign themselves 
to a life in the City. Care-worn bank clerks, 
who struggle to support a family on twelve hun- 


who can cleanse the City. They complain of 
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one bug-smelling house to another, in vain cf- 
forts to escape an enemy which would follow 
them on the cruppor if they attempted to fly 
on horseback—for according to Horace, ‘ Atra 
cura post sidebit equitem,’ and nothing bat a 
first-class locomotive can put this enemy hull 
down ;—mechanies who have a still smaller in- 
come, and more mouths to feed, and who are 
compelled to select food from the heads of bar- 
rels at corner groceries, paying for a wrinkled 
potatoe or handful of withered spinach the price 
of an hour’s labor ;—do these unhappy souls 
believe that ‘There is no world without Vero- 
na’s walls,’ and that they have no resource but 
to inhale the fragrance of the gutters, till habit 
makes the smell balmy 7” 

In contrast with this picture he closes his let- 
ter with the following peroration describing the 
advantages of his new found locality: 


** City house-holders can remove from the 
damp little house in the close street to a place 
where an hour’s labor in the garden every 
morning will supply their table with vegetables 
that Linnaeus himself vould hardly class with 
their city namesakes, after the wheezy market 
women have stretched them stark and stiff as 
horticultural corpses upon their stalls. You 
know that it requires faith and courage to 
crack your egg at breakfast, and that the knife 
is raised with no certainty that you will not 
hear a remonstrance from the tenant of the 
shell. But here you can be assured it is an 
egg and nothing more, and for the matter of 
that, can have a personal acquaintance with the 
respectable old hen and other antecedent of the 
egg. You can have acow whose breath smells 
of white clover instead of distillery slops, and 
who will come to the door and let Johnny and 
Katy pat her while Bridget fills the cups with 
foaming yellow milk. In a corner out of sight, 
but not out of mind, two white pigs can pass 
their days in poetic reveries, meditating upon 
life—‘ the actual and ideal’—and softly turn- 
ing over the wheat straws with their noses, not 
because they want anything particular, but, as 
a Yankee whittles, to help himself think.— 
Your cat need not sleep in the coal-cellar and 
lead the life of a short boy, but will come into 
the room perfumed with catnip and looking as 
neat as a Quaker girl. You can even indulge 
in the luxury of an old-fashioned dog.” 





We have toannounce the death at Oneida, May 
23, of Mrs. Soputa Nasu, wife of D. P. Nash, and 
daughter of Mr. Uriah Church of Hamilton, N. Y. 
Mr. and Mrs. Nash became members of the Asso- 
ciation at its commencement in 1848. She was 
constitutionally delicate, having lost five sisters 
by consumption. Her health had been failing for 
a year past, a partof which time she spent at 
the Community in Cambridge Vermont. She re- 
turned with her husband about a month since to 
Oneida, where with the presence of her family, 
and the affection of the Community, she died.— 
Her age was about forty. 





A Pretty Thought. 
The night is mother of the day, 
The winter of the spring ; 
And ever upon old decay, 
The greenest mosses cling. 


Behind the clouds the starlight lurks, 
Through showers the sunbeams fall ; 
For God, who loveth all his works, 
Has left his hope with all. 
[Youth's Penny Gazette. 





Notes about the Second Coming, 

There are three points relating to the 
Second Coming of Christ, in respect to 
which the whole language of the New 
Testament agrees. One is that it was 
to take place within a certain limited 
period, that is, during the lifetime of 
some of Christ’s disciples, or before the 
generation in which he lived should pass 
away. The second is that the precise 
time was not foreknown by any man— 
it was not revealed even to Christ, but 
was known to the Father only.. The 
third is that the event was to be sudden 
and at an hour not thought of—allowing 
no time for preparation to those who 
were not waiting. The consistency of 
the New Testament on these three points 
is very interesting to study. We will 
not go over now the evidence on the first 
point, but note some of our late observa- 
tions on the second and third. 
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declarations of the uncertainty of the 
time and the suddenness of his coming, 
Christ employs a variety of illustrations 
to convey the same idea. Now he would 
have his disciples watch as for a thief in 
the night ; and now be as men who wait for 
their Lord when he shall return from the 
wedding, that when he cometh and knock- 
eth they may open unto him immedi- 
ately. Now he says, ‘The Son of man 
is asa man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants, and to every man his work ; and 
commanded the porter to watch. Watch 
ye therefore, for ye know not when the 
master of the house cometh, at even, or 
at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or 
in the morning.’ The parable of the ten 
virgins, waked at midnight by the cry, 
‘The bridegroom cometh,’ illustrates the 
uncertainty and suddenness of the hour. 
The event is compared to the flood in the 
days of Noah—to the destruction of Sod- 
om—to a snare—and to a flash of light- 
ning. Christ said, even to his disciples, 
‘The Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not.’ 

The effect of not knowing the hour 
was undoubtedly to produce that state of 
earnest watchfulness in the disciples, 
which was necessary to their seeing Christ 
when he came. If they had known the 
hour of his appearance, they might have 
slept, thinking to wake, and so have over- 
slept ; but as it was they must be always 
veady. The hour, though unknown, did 
not take them unawares if their loins 
were girded about and their lamps burn- 
ing as Christ commanded. 

The end of the world (by which we 
understand the Second Coming) is com- 
pared in the parable of the wheat and 
tares to a harvest. Now we know that 
though there is a certain time when the 
harvest will be ready for the sickle, it is 
impossible to tell beforehand the very 
day of its perfection. So Christ could 
not foretell the precise time when the 
harvest he had sown would be ripe. He 
knew within a certain limit, but not the 
hour. 

When his disciples inquired of him 
about the time of his Coming, though he 
could not tell them the hour, he gave 
them signs by which they should know 
when it was near ; and cone of the last of 
these signs, just before the end, was the 
preaching of the gospel in all the world 
An interesting coincidence may be no- 
ticed between this and his answer to 
them after his resurrection. When they 
asked him, ‘ Wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel ?’ he 
said ‘It is not for you to know the times 
and seasons which the Father hath put 
in his own power. But ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and in the .uttermost 
part of the earth.’ Acts 1: 7, 8. 





Christ’s Declaration of his Mission. 
In studying the career of Christ on 
earth, one point which interests us, is 
the great prudence and discretion he was 
obliged to exercise, in deciaring his di- 
‘vine character and mission. On the one 
hand, he avoided a premature collision 
with the Pharisees, who despised the cir- 
~ cumstances of his appearance, and justi- 
fied their unbelief from the scriptures ; 


the people, who long in expectance of the 
promised Messiah, and greatly excited 
by the miracles he wrought, might be 
easily induced by such a proclamation to 
take him by force and make him a king. 
He was like a man making his way 
through a moor. 

His mission required a spiritual dis- 
cretion of which even his disciples were 
not capable, and he charged them, ‘ that 
they should tell no man that he was Je- 
sus the Christ.’ (Mat. 16: 20.) He si- 
lenced the devils, ‘because they knew 
that he was the Christ.’ He testifies of 
it himself, but in such language that 
they only who ‘had ears to hear’ could 
understand, and the rest exclaimed, ‘ He 
hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye 
him ?’ : 

In three instances only do we find his 
divine descent plainly made known to the 
people. He told it to the woman of Sa- 
maria ; it was spoken by the voice from 
heaven at his baptism ; and in his argu- 
ment with the Jews he said, ‘ If God were 
your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceded forth and came from God.’— 
There was enough evidence to satisfy all 
honest hearts, and at the same time 60 
little, as to excite the contempt of the 
Pharisees, and give no impetus to the 
wild enthusiasm of the populace. 

Even to his disciples he appears at first 
to have spoken no more plainly. But 
they had ears to hear, and saw the truth 
through his dark discourse. When he 
asked them who he was, and Peter an- 
swered, ‘Thou art the Son of the living 
God,’ he said, ‘ Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which And on looking 
back over the previous history, we find 
they nowhere had heard it unequivocally 
declared, except by the devils ; so that 
there was good cause for Christ’s bless- 


is in heaven,’ 


ing on Peter, 

In all other cases he spoke in parables, 
as in (he sixth of John, concerning the 
‘bread of heaven,’ in the tenth, of the 
‘good shepherd,’ &c. The solution of 
these parables-lays in the ‘ open secret’ of 
his divine mission, That was the key 
that unlocked them. Without it they 
were the orations of a madman ; with it, 
1 mine of golden truths. At one time 
(John 8) the Jews were negr getting 
hold of this key, but they let it slip, and 
said that he had a devil because he talked 
such mad discourse; and ended by trying 


to stone him. E. H. D. 
Wallingford Commune. 


Character of Peter, 





Peter seems to have partaker largely 
of «a strong-minded, matter of fact, 
what may he called, unpoetical busi- 
He was not troubled 
with that modesty, or veneration for 
others which would prevent him from 
asking questions, and freely expressing 
his min{ on all occasions. » Who in read- 
ing the Evangelists, has not noticed his 
frequent forwardness in this respect 2— 
We have a good specimen of his freedom 
from bashfulness, in the somewhat impu- 
dent manner in which he rebuked Jesus 
for proposing to go up to Jerusalem and 
suffer death at the hands of the Jews.— 
Owing to his impetuous character, Christ 
had more solicitude about him than about 
any of the rest, as is shown in the follow- 


ness character. 





and on the other, he forebore to arouse 


ing passage in Luke 22:31: ‘The Lord 





said, Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he might sift you as 
wheat.’ 

We have a view of his common-sense 
kind of faith, when he walked on the wa- 
ter. When he saw Jesus coming toward 
them he doubtless reasoned thus within 
himself: ‘ Now if my master can do this 
thing himself, he can doubtless enable me 
to do it, I should like to try it.’ So 
with his usual impulsiveness, he makes 
known his wish. Here his good sense 
helped his faith, and he walked on the 
water. But when he saw the winds bois- 
terous, and well knowing their power, (be- 
ing a fisherman,) his worldly experience 
overcame his faith, and he began to sink. 

It is evident, however, that this mas- 
culine boldness was the very thing which 
made him valuable in the mind of Christ. 
He knew that in this characteristic of 
Peter, he had found a rock on which he 
could build his church, however much 
trouble it might cost him to shape it and 
lay it in its place. Notwithstanding Pe- 
ter’s denial of him, which Christ foretold, 
and which was doubtless necessary to 
humble him, Christ said to him, ‘ When 
thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren;’ and after his resurrection he in a 
most impressive manner required him to 
feed his sheep. 

And most nobly did he afterwards obey 
his master’s injunctions as is evinced by 
his bold testimony on the day of Pente- 
cost. Then he began to make returns 
for the labor that Christ had expended 
on him. He wasa rock hurled at the 
principality of Judaism, and it trembled 
and fell before him. Christ’s crucifiers, 
abashed by the power of his words and 
pricked in their hearts, came humbly ask- 
ing what they should do to be saved.— 
He undoubtedly afterwards filled an impor- 
tant place in the forty years warfare of 
the apostolicchurch onearth, and doubtless 
finally made good the boast that he made 
at the table of the last supper, that he 
would lay down his life for his master’s 


sake, H. J. 8. 
Wallingford Commune. 


Faith Hints, 

When we think we are standing still 
and not gaining any thing spiritually, it 
is well to remember that the spirit of 
Christ in us, however imperceptible at 
times may be its effects, is yet a spirit 
of growth and improvement. For he 
said unto his disciples, when he pro- 
mised them the Holy Ghost, ‘When 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth :...-and he will shew 
you things to come...-.- All things that 
the Father hath are mine: therefore 
said I, that he shall take of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you,’ (John 16: 13, 15. 
If we have sincerely confessed Christ, we 
have given ourselves up into his hands, 
and we must expect the work to go on, 
whether we can see it at the time or not. 
We shall see it after a while, and find that 
at the very time when we felt as though 
we were standing still, and learning no- 
thing, we were really learning some of the 
most important lessons of our life. It 
seems that persons who have had but lit- 
tle experience can only see God in great 
things, while those who are further ad- 
vanced under the teachings of the spirit, 
have become child-like and simple, and 
can see God in small things, and they are 
more happy and contented than the for- 





mer. We must become like little child- 
ren, for Christ says, ‘ Of such is the king- 
dom of Heaven.’ In the early part of our 
experience, we are apt to look upon those 
who are in advance of us as acting very 
foolishly sometimes, as Michal did when 
David danced before the ark of the Lord, 
His heart was filled with love to God, and 
like a little child he was expressing it, 
May we all become little children, and be 
able to say, daily, small favors thankfully 
received, M. Lona. 

Oneida Commune. 
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The following, from a septuagenarian friend, 
reads quite in the vein of Thomas a Kempis and 
William Law: 

Love is of God. 

Love is indeed atranscencent excel- 
lence, an essential and sovereign good ; 
it makes the heavy burden light, and the 
rugged path smooth ; it bears all things 
without feeling their weight, and trom 
every adversity takes sway the sting.— 
Divine love is nobleand generous, prompt- 
ing to difficult attempts, and kindling 
desire for greater perfection. It contin- 
ually looks up to heaven, and pants after 
its original and native freedom ; and lest 
its eye should be darkened by earthly 
objects, and its will be captivated by 
earthly good, or subdued by earthly evil, 
sighs for deliverance from this fallen 
world. Love surpasseth all sweetness, 
strength, height, depth and breadth ; 
nothing is more pleasing, nothing more 
full, nothing more excellent in heaven or 
on earth ; for love is born of God ; and 
it cannot find rest in created things, but 
resteth only in him from whom it is de- 
rived. Love is swift in execution as the 
bolt of heaven ; it acts with ardor, alac- 
rity, and freedom, and no created power 
is able to obstruct its course, It giveth 
all for all, and possesseth all in all ; for 
it possesseth the supreme good, from 
whom as from its fountain, it eternally 
proceeds. Love knows no limits, feels no 
burden, considers no labor, it desires to 
do more than in its present state it finds 
itself able to effect: yet it is never re- 
strained by apparent impossibility, but 
conceives that all things are possible, and 
that all are lawful ; it therefore attempts 
every labor, however difficult, and accom- 
plishes many, under which the soul that 
loves not, faints and falls prostrate— 
Love is watchful and doth not sleep ; it 
is fatigued, but never exhausted, strait- 
ened but not enslaved ; alarmed by dan- 
ger, but not confounded ; and like an ac- 
tive flame ever bursting upwards, secure- 
ly passeth through all opposition. He 
that loveth, feels the force of this ex- 
clamation, ‘My God! my love! thou art 
wholly mine, and Iam wholly thine;’ and 
wher this is the voice of love, it reach- 
eth unto Heaven, R. H. 

Oneida Commune. 

a 

There is now in full bloom, in the Liverpool 
Botanie Garden, a beautiful specimen of the 
Wistaria sinensis. This splendid plant, which 
is considered he finest specimen in Britain, 
covers a space of wall amounting to nearly nine 
hundred square feet. At the present time 
there are about six thousand racemes or bunches 
of flowers on it, each bunch bearing on an 
average about fifty-five flowers, so that it bears 
on the whole about three hundred and thirty 
thousand individual flowers. In addition to 
the pleasure given to the eye, this plant yields 
a most grateful perfume.—Zome Journal. 
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Co Correspondents. 
L. K.—We send a ‘ Berean’ according to your request, by 
mail. 
S. W. B —You are mistaken in supposing that ‘ Mr Indepen- 
dent’ was intended for you. as we knew nothing of the circum- 
stances you mention, when the article was written. 
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